with great abundance of fish, and if there were Lariguet
any inhabitants, they might make a profit by fish- to Sidney
ing as we see the Icelanders and Norwegians do,
who send a vast quantity of fish, preserved by
the frost, into Germany and the neighbouring
countries,

I do not know whether I shall be able to get the
statutes of Gottenberg for which you ask. I will
write about it to my friends in Bohemia, although
I do not think that they can be of much use to
you, since the whole system of mining there is
very different from that which you will have to
practise. For Gottenberg stands in a highly cul-
tivated districfl, and the Crown does not work the
mines there at its own risk, but they are worked
by private persons who pay a tenth to the Crown.
I advise you by all means to read the works of
Georgius Agricola, on the origin and causes of
subterraneous formations and on the working of
mines. He was a most eminent philosopher, and
far surpassed all who had written on these sub-
jecfts before him. If his works are not on sale in
England, I will send tijem to you next spring,
for they are not to be bought here at present.
See how my thoughts are nailed to that gold of
yours. I have brought together to this point all
this nonsense, to show you that I have the will
to write to you, even when I lack matter.

The Eledtor of Brandenburg was a suitor for the
hand of the Princess of whom we spoke as we
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